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Who are “They” anyway?

Heres how | see it:
There is a very power-
ful group of people out
there, a mysterious
collection of souls that
wields a lot of in uence
on issues that affect
you and your family.

This group is con-
stantly referenced by
pollsters, reporters,
politicians, market-
ers, policymakers and
pundits who spend an
incredible amount of
time either claiming
to know or trying to

gure out what and
why this group feels the
way it does.
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I am talking about big issues ranging from
Iraq to taxes to right to life and right to die
to school choice to economic development
to global warming to same sex marriage to
stem cell research.

The group gets lots of attention, apparently
deserved, because they are intelligent, well
informed, and knowledgeable. The pollsters,
reporters, politicians, marketers, policy
makers and pundits give them credit with the
deference, clout, and in uence they cede.

This group transcends social, political,
economic, religious and regional boundaries,
and is so convincing that their views over-
shadow those who might agree in theory,
partially agree or even disagree.

Still you have to hand it to them, consis-
tently seen as the nal word, the overriding
viewpoint, the nal authority.

But just who is this group? Is it a big
group? Or a small band of the faithful com-
mitted to any number of particular causes?

Its that group we hear so much about,
commonly referred toas They. Theirin u-
ence is everywhere. Think about it.

They are for thisor They are for that.
They feel thisway or They think that
way. They want more of this and less of
that. | want to know just who They is (or is
that are)?

Who gave them the right to de ne every
major issue? What happened so that They
have the authority and the gall to speak so
boldly and con dently for all of us?

The answer is we do. You do. | do. By ac-
quiesce, by default, by not offering an opin-

simple.

Rudyard Kipling wrote All the people like
us are we, and everyone else is they.

That is pretty much the way most of us
see it. The problem is Rudy s analysis makes
it tough to get anything at all accomplished.
And if his theory holds true, doesn t that
mean that we are they tothem?

My experience has been that They
are usually committed, vocal, and fervent,
though not always as big or powerful as |
either would want or fear them to be.

Heres a clue though they work harder
at being seen that way. And their voice is
made all that louder by the silence of others,
maybe even yours.

There is nothing wrong with having an
agenda or an opinion. I nd fault with those
who have no opinion, and even more fault
with those patrician populists who claim
their view is really only for the public good,
when in reality their motives are much more
sel sh.

The fact is, too many of us serve as en-
ablers to those who would speak for us, and

They are only too happy to do so but tend
to lack the ability to accept that life has more
grey than black and white.

We see this today in our two major
political parties, where They tend to be
the activists on either end of the ideological
spectrum, and They have no use for those
less fervent or committed.

Andyet They wonder why more and
more people call themselves independents?

We hear that the business community is
upset with Gov. Sanford. Does the They
here mean all business owners or just a
few who have crossed swords over pet
projects?

They are not happy with Presidents
Bushs choice of Harriett Miers. Really?
Most of the conservatives | know are happy
with her. Is the reality that They really
were just craving a holy war and the chance
to raise money for their own organizations?

They say they are supportive of public
education. But wouldnt They be more
credible if They sent their kids there?

So, the next time you get ready to com-
plain about Them, ask yourself just who

They are?

Who gives Them so much in uence?
Who gives Them so much power?

We do, you do, and I do. We all do by our own
unwillingness to speak up and offer a different

ion, by not even and possibly op-
having one. And AS SEEN IN. 5 The Greenville posing view.
They are win- Rest assured,
ning. They are
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