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Chip Felkel

The media should temper
Its own storm

Heres how I see it:
the media has done
the American public
a gross disservice by
sensationalizing and
selectively reporting
the chaos caused by
Hurricanes Katrina.

To be fair, there have
been some heartwarm-
ing stories of human
kindness and reunions.
We can all be proud of
the donations of time
and money and the
thousands of volunteers
who pitched in to help.
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afterthoughts from the

over-analysis and apparent media shock that
poverty actually still exists in America. We
have surely seen the best and worst of human-
ity but there has been a real focus on the worst.

Why has the media not stated the obvi-
ous? Where are the stories about the sheer
stupidity of refusing to evacuate? New
Orleans is below sea level, is it not?

And to make it worse, we have seen in
piece after piece, apparent attempts to ratio-
nalize and justify behavior that exceeds all
bounds of civilization. They have obsessively
focused on the plight of some, while ignoring
the loss of so many others.

This is journalism at its worst. It is bias;
itis unfair; and it is dangerous. For all the
discussion and talk about who was or is ac-
countable, perhaps somebody ought to hold
the media accountable too.

Yes, we have major problems in this coun-
try. Yes, there are many still living in poverty
in South Carolina. But just what is the media

teaching our more impressionable citizens
with their approach?

In some of the 90,000 square miles affected
by Katrina things actually did work. Sure, we
know that Mike Brown was out of his league.
What about the fact that constitutionally, the
feds can t come in and help unless formally
asked and Louisiana Gov. Blanco was slow to
do so? Gov. Haley Barbour of Mississippi has
also had to deal with more than losing a couple
of trees and he has said that in his state, it
worked well.

with the capabilities and leadership of those
in charge. Katrina did more than just pillage
New Orleans and the majority of property
damage was outside the city.

More than 150,000 homes will need to be
torn down and 60,000 cars have to be re-
placed. It seems ne to show victims as long
as they are the right victims and it makes
good TV. And, that all is forgivable includ-
ing lawlessness, marauding, and vandalism,
if you meet a certain criteria, have faced a
certain kind of duress and are willing to go
on camera and blame George W. Bush.

Yes, New Orleans was hardest hit but keep
thisinmind there are 2.1 million people (32
percent African-American) in 12 of the affected
counties/parishes around the Gulf Coast and
less than 500,000 of those are in the Big Easy.

Thousands of people throughout the region
lost their homes, were displaced, and lost loved
ones. This storm destroyed the homes of not
only the poor but also the rich and powerful
including a U.S. senator and congressman.

It was a catastrophic event and showed no
preference to race, religion or social status.

Our Commander-in-Chief accepted respon-
sibility for his deposed FEMA director, and
should have. Blanco admitted some mistakes,
and should have. Brown quit, and should have.

But the media is giving a free pass to New Or-
leans Mayor Ray Nagin, who has been adamant
in pointing his nger at everyone else. This is
the one individual possibly most accountable
for the worst of what occurred, overseeing the
unforgivable act of not using countless, fully
gassed-up buses to evacuate the less fortunate.

Let mayors Knox White, Bill Barnet or
Richard Shirley pull a stunt like that and see
what happens.

The media is an important part of our so-
ciety. Reporters place themselves in harms
way to get the story. But while the media can
take credit for helping reunite some Katrina
victims, they have fallen far short in report-
ing the entire story.

The recovery process will be long and costly.
We need a media that will keep all government
and corporate of cials honest and accountable.

As our country moves forward and makes
dif cult decisions on issues such as poverty,
better response and reallocating priorities
to rebuild the Gulf, we cannot afford to have
our judgments clouded by biased, faulty or
overzealous reporting.

This is when we really need the media.
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